Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


First  prayer  rallies  held  in  SW  Miss 


The  first  eight  of  a  total  of  90  prayer 
rallies  took  place  January  3-4  as  part  of 
the  Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer 
emphasis  that  will  blanket  each  county 
in  the  state' With  prayer  during  January, 
February,  and  March. 

The  first  rally  was  held  on  the  morning 
of  Jan.  3  at  Woodville  Church,  Woodville, 
followed  by  Ebenezer  Church,  Liberty; 


Franklin  County  Courthouse,  Meadville, 
and  Adams  County  Courthouse,  Natchez. 
The  following;  day,  rallies  were  held  at 
Forest  Church,  Forest;  First  Church, 
Newton;  DeWeese  Park/City  Park, 
Philadelphia;  and  First  Church,  Carthage. 

The  fust  two  rallies,  at  Woodville  and 
Ebenezer  Church,  took  on  special  signifi¬ 
cance,  asJhese  two  churches  are  among  the 


BAPTISTS 


"fou  really  carft  diafcttertze  these  Erst  - - 33 - 

rallies  with  a  blanket  statement  because  each  wfatf  to  his  church,  a 
was  unique,"  said  Futral,  "but  at  each  one,  the  Baptist  Building  t 
any  sense  oif  disappointment  or  discourage-  even  before  we  made 
ment  was  overcome  by  the  experience."  A  key  componen 

Five  of  the  rallies  took  place  in  church  been  the  call  for 
facilities.  The  Franklin  County  rally  was  Mississippians  to  j 
held  inside  die  entrance  area  of  the  court-  morning  before  8 
house.  The  Natchez  rally  was  held  cm  die  Covering  Mississip] 
front  steps  of  the  Adams  County  A  lapel  pen  for 
Courthouse,  with  a  chilly  afternoon  breeze  designed  and attachec 
blowing.  The  Newton  County  rally  was  which  people  can  m 
held  in  a  city  park  under  pristine  blue  skies,  pray  for  Coveting  Mis 
"In  each  event,  there  was  an  emotional  day  of  2011.  The  orig 
intensity  as  people  listened  and  partteipat-  10,000  prayer  warric 
ed,"  said  Futral.  "People  left  the  meetings  cause.  To  date,  more 


God  is  going  to  do  this  all  over  the  state."  don  of  Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer.  The 
Each  associational  missions  director  section  includes  items  on  getting  started, 
has  the  responsibility  of  orchestrating  the  M 
rallies  in  nis  geographical  area,  wit' 
appropriate  welcomes,  prayers,  musii 
and  the  handling  of  other  logistical  issue 
The  local  involvement  has  helped  cor 
tribute  to  the  unique  flavor  of  each  rally. 


The  nWkl  aren't  die  end,  but  die 


give  message 
ungful  in  thi 


[inning,"  said  Stone. 


not  only  meaning! 


^  _ _  o  ie  context 

they're  presented,  but  will  energize  us  as 
leac  lers  too,"  said  Futral. 

Steve  Stone,  MBCB  associate  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  church  growth,  accom¬ 
panied  Futral  to  the  first  eight  rallies. 

’'There  was  a  common  theme  I  saw  at 
each  of  the  rallies,"  Stone  said.  "The  peo-  I 
pie  at  each  one  were  recognizing  their  For  more  information  about  Covering 
personal  responsibility  in  prayer.  They  Mississippi  in  Prayer,  contact  local  association- 
were  saying,  'If  God  is  going  to  do  any-  al  missions  directors  or  Steve  Stone,  P.O.  Box 
thing  in  Mississippi,  it  has  to  begin  with  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
me.  If  I  don't  pray  for  myself,  the  rest  is  292-3310  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
gong  to  be  in  vain."  1651,  ext.  310.  E-mail:  shell® mbcb.org. 


Dear  Legislator . 

The  2011  session  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature  is  revving  up  and  indude  any  specif- 
to  full  speed,  as  proposed  legislation  moves  to  committees  ic  information  you 
and  will  soon  be  coming  up  on  a  series  of  deadlines.  have  such  as  the  bill 

As  anyone  knows  who  even  casually  tracks  the  annual  three-  number  and  details, 
month  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  many  bills  are  introduced  but  Bill  status  can  be 
relatively  few  make  it  into  law.  The  complex  set  of  checks  and  bal-  attained  by  calling 
ances  both  inside  the  legislative  process  and  in  the  broader  branch-  (601)  359-3719  while 
es  of  state  government  nave  a  tendency  to  winnow  the  hundreds  the  legislature  is  in  ses- 
and  hundreds  of  bills  that  are  filed  and  pre-filed  for  each  session.  sion,  or  by  going  to 
Legislators  have  to  absorb  their  share  of  criticism,  cynicism,  www.ls.state.ms.us. 

and  caricature  during  their  time  under  the  hoary  domes  •  Telephone  calls 
■h  of  die  New  Capitol  m  downtown  Jackson.  Some  of  the  do  not  substitute  for 
■jgB/fl  ridicule  showered  on  them  is  likely  deserved  (by  some  personal  visits  and 
I  of  them,  anyway),  but  a  fair  amount  is  not  deserved.  letters.  When  tele- 

legislators. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


They  are,  after  all,  our  fellow  Mississippians.  For  every 
citizen  who  couldn't  find  their  way  to  either  chamber  in 
the  Capitol  but  feels  free  to  regularly  slam  legislators, 
there  are  at  least  a  few  of  us  who  realize  that  most  legisla-  with  them.  Identify 
tors  are  well-meaning  people  who  must  put  aside  their  yourself  and  the  bills 
families,  businesses,  and  community  activities  for  one-  you  are  for  or  against 
quarter  of  each  year  to  come  to  Jackson  for  the  session.  (again,  one  or  two 
That's  no  small  sacrifice,  so  it  would  behoove  us-  main  issues  is  a  good 
to  occasionally  tell  them  how  much  we  appreciate  limit).  Explain  your 
the  effort  even  as  we  loudly  complain  about  what  we  reasoning  and  let 
perceive  they  are  doing  or  not  doing.  them  know  how  you 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  want  them  to  vote. 
Commission  (CAC)  has  some  helpful  hints  on  how  to  The  telephone  nun 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Pierkins  Jr. 

wperkinsOmticb.org 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 

tmartinOmbcb.org 

LAYOUT/DESIGN 

•  Benjamin  Ivey 

biveyOmbcb.org 

ADVERTISING 
Emily  Jones 
eJonesOmbcb.org 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaurrf 
bquattlebaumOmbcb.org 

EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Children's  Ministry  Day  scheduled  for  Feb.  19 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  —  plan  activities  on  or  around  Highland  church  in  Natchez 
Children's  Ministry  Day,  a  that  date  where  kids  can  reach  had  GAs,  RAs,  and  Mission 
national  event  sponsored  in  out  to  people  in  their  neigh-  Friends  participating  In  the  2010 
Mississippi  by  the  state  borhooa  or  their  church's  Children's  Ministry  Day.  The 
Womans  Missionary  Union  neighborhood,"  she  said.  GAs  and  RAc  had  sleepovers  on 

(WMU),  is  scheduled  for  Feb.  19.  "Today's  society  encourages  Friday  evening  and  made  book- 

The  goal  of  Children's  children  to  think  only  of  them-  marks,  cards,  and  cookies. 
Ministry  Day  since  it  began  in  selves,  so  participation  in  an  On  Saturday  morning, 
2Q08  has  been  to  get  as  many  event  like  Children's  Ministry  Mission  Friends  joined  them  for  a 
children  as  possible  involved  Day  helps  children  to  learn  about  pancake  breakfast  and  after¬ 
in  hands-on  missions.  It  is  the  needs  of  others  and  to  devel-  wards  went  to  two  different  nuts- 
opportunity  for  children  op  compassionate  hearts  towards  ing  homes.  The  participants  sang 
across  Mississippi  and  North  meeting  those  needs,"  said  and  passed  out  the  bookmarks 
America,  where  it  is  sponsored  Mississippi  WMU  consultant  and  cards.  The  cookies  were 
by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Tammy  Anderson.  "As  children  given  to  the  nursing  home 
Union  of  the  Southern  Baptist  participate  in  Children's  Ministay  employees.  Seventeen  children 
Convention,  to  go  into  their  Day,  they  will  learn  new  skills  ana  10  adults  participated, 
communities  for  a  day  of  mis-  and  experience  new  activities.  The  RAs,  GAs,  and  Mission 

sion  action  and  witnessing.  "Learning,  about  and  doing  Friend^  of  Immanuel  Church, 

Through  Children's  missions  in  this  wav  helps  chil-  Hattiesburc  decorated  An 
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missions  and  step  beyond 
their  comfort  zone  to  minister 
tonthers  and  share  their  faith.- 
In  2010,  359  groups  partici¬ 
pated,  involving  5, 193  children, 
1,693  adults,  with  28,214  min¬ 
istry  recipients.  In  Mississippi,  a 


ississippi  churches- par* 
iting  last  year  included 
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RA  group  cleaned  a  yard  and  tion  for  pari 
scrubbed  the  floors  in  foe  house  2011,  under 
erf  a  senior  adult  who  attends 
their  church.  The  GA  grow  went 
to  tiie  nursing  home  ana  deliv¬ 
ered  foe  items.  The  Mission 
Friends  baked  12  dozen  cookies 
and  delivered  them  with  posters 
to  local  fire  departments. 

The  RAs  and  GAs  of  Branch 
Church,  Morton,  assembled  16 


total  of  ll  churches 


According  to  Mississippi  ers  involved 
WMU  consultant  Robin  Keels,  ministry  part 
the  theme  for  the  2011  children  and 
Children's  Ministry  Day  is  to  Landmark 
Neighbor  to  Neighbor.  "We  in  Horn  Lake 
want  to  challenge  churches  to  songs  with  fo 


3900 or  tail  free  outside) 
748-1651.  E-mail:  rkeel 
or  tandersori&mbcbjorg. 


January  13,  2011 


"While  the  constitution  of 
Iran  formally  recognizes 
Christians,  Jews  and 
Zoroastrians  as  protected  reli¬ 
gious  minorities  who  may 
worship  freely,  members  of 
these  groups  are  subject  to 
legal  and  other  forms  of  dis¬ 
crimination,  particularly  in 
education,  government  jobs- 
and  services,  and  the  armed 
services,"  USCIRF  stated.  - 
The  Dec.  25  sweep  by  Iranian 
authorities  targeted  Muslim- 

- - - rights  of  background  people  who  have 

’s  their  citizens  to  worship  our  accepted  Chnst  and  Christians 
Lord  according  to  the  dictates  of  accused  of  evangelizing 
their  own  hearts  without  fear  of  Muslims,  which  can  carry  the 

death  penalty  under  Iranian  law. 

Police  forced  their  way  into 
homes  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  Christmas  Day  while 
the  families  were  asleep  in 
Tehran  and  other  cities,  accord¬ 
ing  to  news  reports.  They 
searched  the  homes  for  Bibles 
and  Christian  literature,  CDs, 
and  photos.  Personal  comput¬ 
ers  and  documents  also  report¬ 
edly  were  confiscated. 

More  arrests  were  expected, 
according  to  state  media  reports 


Religious  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty'  ''The  bombing 
on  Jan.  7.  Commission  of  the  Southern  in  Egypt,  the  e 
informally  Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville,  Pakistan,  Nigeria, 
evangelical  is  a  USCIRF  commissioner.  wave  ofarrests  in] 

gh  no  for-  According  to  the  USCIRF  hearts/'  WrigH 
en  filed  by  statement  "Reports  indicate  that  "These  followers 
stated,  not-  as  many  as  70  Christians  have  have  been  called 
;es  prosely-  been  detained  over  the  past  two  for  the  Name  of 
by  non-  weeks.  Some  individuals  have  for  them  and  theL 
ttiavention  since  been  released,  although  it  is  "We  also  call  u 
arris."  unclear  how  many  remain  in  five  government 

dependent,  detention.  While  most  of  those  steps  necessary  t 
■al  govern-  detained  are  E 
pointed  by  Christians,  members 
leadership  Armenian  Christian  community 
ties  in  the  also  have  been  detained." 

House  of  Bryant  Wright,  president  of  reprisal  or  persecution.' 
ding  to  foe  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Wright  added,  "We  < 

3KFs  prin-  and  pastor  of  Johnson  Ferry  pray  for  the  people  of 
*  are  to  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  noted  in  Sudan  as  they  vote  on  I 
id  dreum-  a  Jan.  7  statement:  "This  dence  on  Sunday  Jan.  9."  *The 

— — - - - . _  outcome  of  that  referendum  was 

1  '  not  known  at  press  deadline. 

aativer  USCIRF  chair  Leonard  Leo, 

'  o^*  concerning  the  detentions  in 

TV. _ r  .  .  _  a.  Iran,  was  quoted  in  the  commis- 

’  5^,°*  Noreen,  foe  sion's  statement  as  noting: 

ly  aenteioed  to  death  in  P»kfctf»n  on  bias?  "What's  most  troubling  about 

b"  mOSt  wave  of  detention!  is  the 

**  fact  that  Iran  is  continuing  its 

one  of  his  police  bodyguards  Jan.  4  m  _™nt  frond  of 

3d  ?  AlLa  Bibi  Evangelical  Christians,  wh,J 

1,d.Sal^n  7*Se“,h?,Ve  beeT,at  ™k.  they've  been  doing  for  years, 

N°2t  T  ,a‘l  and  also  leaders  from  the  fecog- 

2T  aPlPeared,1"  media  Tweer  mzed  and  protected  Armenian 

edthe  blasphemy  statutes  and  vowed  to  Christian  community." 

black  laws  in  narliampnt  alcn  •«  7  . 
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Jesus  Chnst  '= 

G *© 

Requests  the  *■ 
Honor  of 
Your 

\  Presence 
in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) _ 


able  to  them,"  Johnson  told  Compass.  "Noreen  was  earlier 
allowed  two  hours  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  evening  to 
go  outside  her  cell  to  relax  After  foe  intelligence  informa¬ 
tion,  the  jail  authorities  restricted  her  movement,  and  now 
she  is  kept  in  the  cell  at  all  times.  A  security  guard  has  also 

...IlU  1 _ "  XT _ _ d _ _ _ _ iL- 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 


toyed  with  her."  News  of  the  assassination  of  foe 
would  surely  panic  the  Christian  woman,  Johnson 
een's  appeal  of  her  conviction  has  not  yet  been 
by  the  Lahore  High  Court,  but  the  murder  would 
affect  the  course  of  justice,  Johnson  said.  "The  gov- 


time  on,  I  want  to  Live  in  a  lov¬ 


ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 


receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


The  sanctuary  and  education  building  of  First  Church,  Carriere, 
bum  to  the  ground  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  30.  The  church's  fellow- 
shtphgtt -and  actl  v ltles •buttolng-were  spared  major  damage.  . 


definil 


for  Noreen,"  he  said.  Noreen' 6  family  has  been  in  hiding 
since  Islamist  parties  started  protests  in  favor  of  tire  blasphe¬ 
my  laws,  Johnson  told  Compass  Noreen  was  convicted 
under  Section  295-C  of  the  defamation  statutes  for  alleged 
derogatory  comments  about  Muhammad,  which  is  punish¬ 
able  l>y  aeafo,  though  life  imprisonment  is  also  possible. 
Section  295-B  makes  willful  desecration  of  foe  Quran,  or  a 
use  of  its  extract  in  a  derogatory  manner;  punishable  with  life 
impriAnment.  Section  295-A  of  the  defamation  law  prohibits 
injuring  or  defiling  places  of  worship  and  "acts  intended  to 

r»i tframa  nalimmic  taalmrrc  anv  rlacc  r\f  rifiaanc  ” 


to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  is  called  to  Vaiden  after 
a  tornado  destroys  several  sections  of  the  community.  Mississippi 
Baptists  handled  food  services,  providing  between  1,600  -  1,800  hot 
meals  per  day  for  tornado  victims  and  response  personnel. 


C.  E.  Autrey,  director  of  the  Division  of  Evangelism  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  says  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation  should  not  oppose  integration  but  should  let  it  taJce  its  due  course. 
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The  Baptist  Record 


What  do  these  four  n 
have  in  common? 


Revivals  ami  Homecomings 


They  all  want  to  help  yc 
preach  with  God's 
'Power  in  the  Pulpit.' 

March  3  4,  2011 


■  t  I  I 

at  North  Metro  First  Baptist  Church 
Lawrenceville,  Georgia 

pnifticp  , 

I  UVtfMI  Jong  Vines  wrote  It. 

PI  IS  PIT  revised  It 

■CULrir  David  Allen  and  David  Platt 
read  It  and  taught  it. 

For  more  information 
i  and  online  registration  visit: 
i  wwwjernjvine8  com 


wants  you  share.  For  others  it 
may  be  an  action  that  keeps 

Koine  a  nart  sxf  <><%. . -  Iff*  *  , 


being  a  part  of  your  life  and 
you  realize  that  only  Cod  can 
help  you  to  overcome  it 
Leave  those  things  behind 
Ftpaliy  as  Vo*  pray,  look. 
That  is  what  tJwrvrriter  of  the 
Soriphire  says,  "Look  unto 
Jesus.  He  is  not  only  the  One 

where  we  find  faith,  but  we 
look  to  Him  for  direction  for 
every  step  of  fire  way.  Keep 


loaded  with  encouragement  , 

and  inspiration.  While  not  nec-  v  »•  V 

essartfy  thought  of  as  a  prayer 
passage,  it  is  actually  a  reser-  ^HKg*  M 
voir  of  great  prayer  pointers. 

It  begins  with  a  legacy.  For 
some  people  and  in  some  ways  BPBikaJHI 
legacy  has  become  a  bad  word.  jR. 

In  fact,  for  some  people  any- 
tiling  that  is  older  than,  the  24-  H^H  tJWK 
hour  news  cycle  is  not  worth  H IM] 

remembering  and  certainly  not 
worth  repeating.  In  Hebrews  HI 
chapter  14  it  all  begins  based 

YXOA  CH  AOAFM  ZET  Faithof?*freat  ^  easily  can  trip  us  up."  At  come  and  help  you  again  and 

/  and  women  who  have  some  time  or  other,  virtuall-  *—  •*-  '  • 

CRFr  Ft  pac'd  u  v-  got*  o*)  beforeus.  It  certainly  every  one  of  us  has  troul  ‘ 

CREC  ELPACR  HK  would  be  worth  our  time  to  with  moving  forward 

stop  and  walk  through  those  because  we  won’t  let  go.  We 
CRAA;  ETG  HK  RXZ  versf8  ****  1°?  reBect  00  *e  won’t  leave  behind  those 

great  men  and  women  of  faith  things  that  weigh 

CREC  CEPACR  FIFM  W™3  "SP?*  foundation  The  other  day  I  he. 

V.KEL.  LtrACR  EJEM  upon  which  we  stand.  one  say  that  in  the  l 

They  were  men  and  of  Frank  Sinatra's  li 
CRM  YHHGL  ELP  CRAZ  women just  like  us  with  chal-  Sicilian  Alzheimer’ 

tenges  in  their  lives,  uncer-  When  asked  what 
tamties  in  ttieir  futures,  and  a  he  said  the  great  Ital 
R|*at  desire  to  follow  God.  forgot  everythir 
Abrahaxn,  Moses,  prophets,  grudges.  How  sad, 
and  warriors  trusted  God  and  common  is  that 
kept  moving  forward.  As  each  among  us?  I  am 
VNPA  LXI:  CRXFCM  I  morTUn8  thousands  of  people  where  that  diseas 

across  our  state  join  for  a  time  rank  among  the  mali 
of  meeting  with  God,  it  must  would  dram  our  sr 
never  be  forgotten  that  with-  leave  us  crippled  as 

out  faith  it  is  impossible  to  move  forward.  I  thii _ 

**“*•  So  we  come  to  would  be  rated  fairly  high! 

God  trusting  Him  regardless  Lay  aside  those  things  that 
of  our  circumstances  and  have  worried  you  and 

we  worked  y°u  d°wn  so  that 

teel.  We  trust  that  He  cares  for  you  can  move  forward 
us  and  that  He  is  capable  The  other  dung  that  the 
b^nd  our  wUdest  dreams  to  writer  tells  us  to  leave  behind 
meet  the  needs  in  our  lives  is  the  sin  that  so  easily  trips 
and  to  work  on  our  behalf.  We  us  up.  When  you  comehefore 
tha*  Godin  prayer,  have  you  ever 
demonstrates  Gods  goodness  thought  about  how  many 
andinspires  us  for  today.  times  He  brings  your  memo- 

nminufmiZht  yOU  2!  ***  °?e  sin  seems 

be  best  charac-  to  have  such  a  grip  on  you? 

tenzed  byjhc  word,  “leave."  You  ask  for  forgivenessmd 

The  writer  pictured  a  runner  you  want  victory  and  then  in 

and  he  said,  "To  lay  aside  short  older  it  s4ems  to  co£ 

every  weight  and  the  sin  that  quer  you  again.  Allow  God  to 


/im  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

-  ■  .T-a,  •  ^  . 


IBLIOCL 


obstacles  that  may  surround 

you;„A^youFray  each  morn 

S  bvthe.pow^r'orfiS-li^ 

ibte  Christ  overcome  the  sin  that  your  heart  not  rust  to  tell  God 
*  -keeps  causing  you  to  stum-  what  you  need  but  to  look  tn 
ble.  What  sin  is  that?  Well,  for  Him/ the  one  who  Vul/ 
one  person  it  may  be  one  reigns,  loves,  and  empowers 
down,  thing  and  for  someone  else  He  alone  can  reshape  your  dav 
some-  quite  another.  You  may  have  and  guide  you  to  ereat 
t  days  an  addiction  and  only  God  achievements  as  you  livetor 
te  had  can  rescue  and  restore  you.  Him.  Together  we  will  look 
isease.  You  may  have  an  attitude  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  fin- 
t  was,  that  constantly  keeps  you  isher  of  our  faith. 

fiinoor  hv>m  Al — _ *  ,  ,1 


THC  EYEXT. 


The  author  am  be  contacted  at 


with  the  testimony  that  He  jfutnl&mbdb'ujrg. 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Romans  Six:  Four 


*•  Homecoming,  Feb.  5,  5 


and  Feb.  6,  9:30  a.m.;  Sat.,  former  pastors,  music  direc- 

*?**•*  S®1*'  speaker;  Ronnie 
Nottingham,  music;  John  Davis,  pastor. 


^SS^Bru.?*^S'Dt  VtASAJ,ON  GAINED  CLASS:  NE 

and.  '***'''  Hopper 

P?"”.*™"  OirisriAn  ladcson.  feOl -502-620, 
UrJZ  CATTfNBURC  CABII 

.1,2  &  3  Bedroom  units  also  jrailabli.  Nf°"al  j*  WSAiile. 
Even  lower  prices  for  thrw*  in  ik.  pdiw4760ea0.net 
Minisoy.  205-4564)368  2QS-7S2-1J31  5TWNED  CU35WORKS 
DOTOtr»BD  A  MS  &AL  since  19977-3 

We  have  piano  CDs  for  churches  fosfog  StlkEN'S  CTDINg, 


auburn  baptist  church  in 

Tupelo,  MS  is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  part-time 
Minister  of  Music.  Resumes  can  be 
sent  to  1 1 38  Gy  Rd.  931 ;  Tupelo,  MS 
38804  or  emailed  to  jhenry  Vauburn- 
bapiistchurch.org.  The  churches 
Phone  number  is  (662)842-5638. 

tefsrajjws* 

hme  bi-vocational  youth  minister. 
P*H* 11ser><i  resumes  to  pineview- 
bcDbellsouth.net  or  you  can  fax  to 
601  -924-8378.  If  you  nave  any  ques¬ 
tions,  please  call  601-924-7677 
HB1  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OCEAN 
Spnng,  MS  is  seeking  to  fill  the  full-time 
position  of  Student  and  Adult 
Discipieship  Minister.  Send  resumes  or 
inquiries  to  IbcosDfbcos.one  or  mail  to 


ROOM  CONDOMINIUM  on  Okaloosa 
bland,  Ft  Walton  Beach,  Florida  Low  H^'di 
.7“™.  —I  Lucy  770831-3651  e-  SuPPfer 


- -  ■  ^vwui,  '  ivniua  LUW  .  ,  - "’VT’  “"m  iviCUttdlC 

Owner  rates  call  Lucy  770831-3651  e-  Supplements.  Call  1  -800-541  -81 96  or 
mail  LucyClark9Daol.com  visit  www  TumerlnsuranreOnline  rnrn 

mRVONI  NEEDS  TO~CIT  AWAY  CRUSCH  PEW'  UmOlSTTRY,  FRET 
SETSVS  LIl'  CABINS  at  Lake  Lincoln  famates  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Sute  Park  rents  nightly  or  $250.00  a  M“  •  phone  601-776-661 7. 


January  13,  2011 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light  and  what 


January  13,  2011 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Witnessing  I 


MEDIA 


HUB!  The  Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  have  been 
created  to  recognize  radio  and  video  productions  which  demon¬ 
strate  excellence  In  message  design  and  production  in  helping 
to  bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 


KSHMay  6-7,  2011 

Awards  Banquet  on  Friday,  May  6,  6-9  p.m. 
Workshops  on  Saturday,  May  7,  8  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 
(ifatefi  our  Web  she  tor  more  information  on  the  workshops  -  ww».,rJKt).ot$ 

Wiii m  Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church 

444  Morth park  Dr.,  Ridgeland.  MS  39157 


H  -UUftDs  n/U  bl.  G/l  /;>  i>  TUI  IOLliH\l\i  c  1  ThGOKILS 


division  i 

Small^bu^^  projects  using  volunteers  as  well  as  in-house  pro- 

Dmsionn 

Medium  to  large  budget  projects  using  paid  staff  or  outside  pro¬ 
duction  house.  This  also  applies  to  radio  stations  or  other  pro¬ 
fessional  sound  productions. 

A.  VIDEO 

1 .  Church  Musicals 

2.  Feature  Presentation  (3060  minutes) 

3.  Magazine 

4.  Commercial 

5.  Promotional  (stewardship,  building  campaign,  etc.) 

6.  Musk:  Video 

7.  Worship  Service  (broadcast  and  nonbroadcast) 

B.  AUDIO 

1.  Radio  Program  2.  Commercial  3.  Special  Prelect 

C.  WEB  SITE 

D.  BEST  FIRST  TIME  ENTRY 


IlCYf/H  PHOCr.DiKhT 


L  Each  entry  must  indude:  An  entry  form,  description  and  fee. 
Cost:  $15  fee  per  entry  (Make  checks  payable  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.) 

2.  A  separate  entry  form  and  fee  is  required  for  each  category 
entered.  Duplicate  the  entry  form,  if  necessary. 

3.  Entry  fee  does  not  apply  to  workshop  registration  fee. - 

4.  Submit  program  in  the  following  formats: 

•  Video  -  DVD,  Beta  SP,  Mint-DV 

'  ■ :  •  Web  site  -  submit  address  on  entry  form 

•  Radio -CD 

5.  Submit  each  program  entry  on  a  separate  tape  and  dearly 
label  with: 

•- — •  name  of  Local  Church - •  Tttip  of  rntry 

•  Category  name  •  Original  Running  Time 

6.  The  program  should  have  been  aired  or  viewed  prior  to 
March  1, 201 1. 

7.  The  Judges  reserve  the  right  to  move  an  entry  to  an 
appropriate  category,  add  or  delete  categories. 

8.  All  questions  must  be  answered  on  entry  form. 


\DhADLIhh  FOR  ENTRIES: 


_ _  CALL  601-292-3578  OR 

CHECK  WEB  SITE  FOR  ENTRY  rORM  AT  wwwjnbcb.org 
Entries  must  be  in  the  office  of  Communication  Services  at  the 
Baptist  Building  no  later  than  March  4.  2011.  4:45  p.m. 

ENTRIES  SHOULD  BE  MAILED  TO  ONE  OP  THESE  ADDRESSES: 
Ian  Richardson,  WTM  Entry  Ian  Richardson,  WTM  Entry 
MBCB  MBCB  ^  • 

PO  Box  530  5 1 5  Mississippi  Street 

Jackson  MS  392050330  Jackson  MS  39201-1702 


Experience  an  intense 
and  fun  four-day  focus 
on  missions  with  girls 
from  all  over  the  world 
who  have  a  similar 
heart  for  God  and 
missions! 

Personally  interact  with 
missionaries. 


€"  -My  13-16, 


>  rraMtors  ytdkmrvm  for  U(K  yA»  q-Lft, 


Wi  gpod*  girls  -  college  age  yx*g  women 


Participate  in  a  blume-Disney 
cultural  learning  experience  in 
the  EPCOT  theme  park. 


For  more  into  contact  MS  WMU 

•  Karen  Redditt  -  601-292-3316 

kredditt@mbcb.org 

•  Robin  Keels  -  601-292-3322 

rkeels@mbcb.org 
National  Web  site  for  blume: 
www.blumeforgirts.com 


2011  CAM  P  GARAVWA 


£$-L 


Si  55  per  camper 


H*4ia  CamP  is  an  incredible  place  where  campers  can  meet 
cJmSISSI  new  friends’  exPlore  other  cultures,  interact  with  mis- 
sionaries,  and  experience  the  great  outdoors.  We 
learn  more  about  God  and  His  purpose  for  our  lives.  Garaywa  is 
owned  and  operated  by  MS  WMU  and  is  located  in  Clinton.  Miss. 


SUMMER  SCHEDULE 

June  6-10  Missions  Camp  for  Giris 
June  13-17  Missions  Camp  for  Giris 
June  20-24  Missions  Camp  for  Girls 
June  27-July  1  Missions  Camp  for  Girls/Students 
July  4-8  Missions  Camp  for  Girls/Students 

July  11-15  Missions  Camp  for  Girts 
July  18-22  Missions  Camp  for  Girls 
July  25-29  Missions  Camp  for  Girls 


GIRLS  are  those 
having  completed 
grades  3-6 

STUDENTS  are  those 
having  completed 
grades  7-12. 

Register  online: 
Garaywa.org.  For 
more  information: 
601-292-3316. 


Motker/T><xu9Uter  <yoray<*>a  OvemlgUfc 

for  rviofckers  awci  daughters  (gradles  lsb-6fck) 

•  Meet  missionaries  AprtL  1—2 

•  \A/nrchir»  •  IPraffc?  * 


Meet  missionaries 
Worship  •  Crafts 

Campfire  •  Recreation 


For  more  info:  Call  MS  WMU, 
601-292-3316  or  e-mail  krddditt@mbcb.org 


HeartSong  Music  &  Worship  Arts  Camp 

For  6  th- 1 2  th  Graders 

William  Carey  University.  Hattiesburg  r^JSnrl 

June  21-25,  201 1  \1KS» 


7b  l  ■  1 ;  r| 


The  students 
will  learn  and 
present  the 
PRODIGAL, 
the  music 
drama 
arranged  by 
Dennis  and 
Nan  Allen. 


Worship-Mission  Opportunities 

Family  Groups  -  Talent  Show  - 
Karaoke  Classes:  Praise  Band,  Voice, 
Guitar,  Art,  Photography,  Keyboard, 
Handbells,  Sound  Tech,  Media, 
Drama.  Miss.  Baptist  All-State  Youth 
Choir  &  Orchestra  Prep  and  more. 


Camp  Chore  Director 
JOHN  LANG  WORTHY 
Minister  o<  Music 
Morrison  Haights  BC  ! 

Clinton 


Camp  Faster 
LARRY  LEBLANC 
Pastor,  F8C,  Summit 


Camp  Worship  Laadar: 
BRADLEY  WHITE 
FBC,  Summit 


$167  per  participant 
on  campus 

$  30  per  commuting  student 

Preview  DVD  Available 
Upon  Request 


INFO:  601-968-3000  •  www.mbcb.org  •  scluttrell@bellsouth.net 


PERFORMING 
ARTS  FESTIVAL 

is  a  place  for  every 
Christ-following  artist  and  ( 
teacher  -  no  matter  what 
the  size  or  style  of  your 
church  -  to  come  to  sharpen 
or  team  new  skills  to  enhance 
your  worship  services.  It  is 
designed  for  youth  grades 
6- 1 2  and  adults. 


tafa  Beni  BJwaiU  60 1  -292-32BJ. - - -B 

I -800-7401651.  e*  283.  orretMgrds8mbCb.org  M 


DMmri  Emphasis  Special  Guests.  Relentless 


Student  Speakers' 
Tournament  is  ^ 

designed  to  challenge 
teens  to  express  their 
faith  verbally.  It 
demands  serious  time 
and  effort,  but  with  a 
tremendous  payoff. 
Students  grow 
spiritually  when 
engaged  in  research, 
study,  prayer,  and  - 
practice  or  preparing  - 
a  speech,  today's 
speakers  will  be  ready- 
to  stand  for  Christ  in 
their  churches, 
schools,  work  places, 
and  communities.  They 
will  develop  skills  to 
articulate  truth  in  a 
way  that  people  will 
hear  and  understand. 


Contact  infc:  J  800.748. 1651  toWraa.  601.292.3286  local.  E-moil:  HoMmbcb.org 
E-moil:  redwordsQmbcb.org,  Fox:  601.714.7432  i 


201 1  State  Evangei  ism  ( (j.\i  i\ri 


ft  ’  *+  ,-  jAMJAIO  10 
NOK'l  HCRf  >  I  HAT  I  is  I  (  III  KC 


iAI-ONlAN: 


\  A  9  Mgtf  A 


, r 

v«5>  - ' 


For  AO  Pastors,  VBS  Directors,  and  VBS  Leaders 
VBS  Materials  will  be  on  display  and  available 
to  purchase  from  Ufa  Way  Christian  Resources. 


February  8,  201 1 
9  a.m.-noon 

Grab  a  cab  and  get  ready  for  IUn  iiberty  BC  - , - 

around  every  comer  in  UteWay  i  Big  519V  Lakeland  Drive  4501  Goodman  R 

Apple  Adventure-:  Where  Faith  and  FlOWOOd  Okve  Branch 

Ufc  Connect  -  -  . 

i  *  For  more  infomohoo  contact  Angl.  Boyddun  ot  obaydstonOmbcb.org  or 
_ Ann  Boytun  ot  loboyfcinembcb.org.  or  call  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  292,  or  601292-3292 


Fatoruaty  8,  201 1 
6:30-8:30  p.m 
Loogvtew  Heights  BC 

4501  Goodman  I toad 
Olive  Branch 


2011  CLM  Retreat  March  24-26,  2011 


"Ministry  From  tit  Heart 
in  Prayer  far  Mississippi" 

Guest  Speaker 

TERRI  BLACKSTOCK  has  M  25  yetn 

of  success  is  a  novelist.  She  makes  her  home  in 
Mississippi,  where  she  and  her  luuband,  Ken,  are 
enjoying  their  empty  nest  after  raising  three  children. 

Since  Blackstock  made  her  commitment  to  write  boob  that  glorify  God, 
He  has  opened  door  after  door  for  her.  She  is  excited  about  using  her  gift  to 
challenge  other  Christians  and  point  unbelievers  to  Him. 

ConaiMuucsoon  Senricq  Department  601-292-3378  or  jchengmbctiotg 


went  cortart  Mississippi  WMU  at 
800-740 1 65 1,  or  go  online  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Web 
site  lwww  mbcb.org)  for  a  schedule 
and  conference  ^ 

list  Search  under 
the  event  tide  or 

calendar  date.  L  'WIWJ 


*  7* 

ML&.mn 

HffniM: 

mm  our  eyes  on  -  LeadeKhiP  TraininS 


Crossgates  BC,  Brandon 
Friday  and  Saturday 
August  12-13 

Conferences  for  associationar 
WMU  leaders,  church  missions 
leaders  and  women’s  ministry 
leaders  will  be  offered  on  both 
Friday  evening  and  Saturday 
morning.  General  missiony 
ministry  conferences  will  be 
offered  for  all  participants. 


2011  Christian  Education  Clinics 


DISTINCTIVELY  CHRISTIAN 
TRAINING 

For  teachers,  directors  & 
caregivers  of  infants,  ones,  twos,  threes, 
fours  and  fives  of  church 
day  care,  kindergarten  & 
mother's  day  out 


Approved  for  Staff  Development 
Credit  by  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health 


Meridian,  February  12 

Madison,  March  12 

Highland  BC 

Ridgecrest  BC 

3400  27th  St. 

7469  Old  Canton  Road 

8  a.m.  registration 

8  a.m.  registration 

1 2:45  Dismissal 

12:45  Dismissal 

Preregistration  Required 
Cost  $20  per  conferee 

Center  directors  accompanying  teachers  -  FREE 
Pastors  and  children's  ministers  accompanying  teachers  -  FREE 

Mail  number  of  reservations,  center's  name,  director's  name, 
address,  sponsoring  church's  name,  and  phone  number  with 
check,  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  info:  Contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  601-292-3287,  I -800-748- 1 65 1,  ext.  287,  or 
dhicks@mbcb.org 

Cft:  P\  Viet 


February  1 0-1 17201 1 
Morrison  Heights  BC 
Clinton,  Miss. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  a  ~~ 
CHURCH  MUSIC  CONRERRHCE 


Church  Music  Department:  601-292-3267  or  palford@hmbcb.org 


3-6-95 

MISS  ERIN  DEMARS 


jpStAy&l  fart 


2011  MBCB 
Emphasis 
Covering  MS  - 
in  Prayer 

Assoriational 
Prayer  Rallies 


'These  aU  continued  in  one  accorb  in  prayer ...  *  Acts  /.74  'KfV 


Thursday,  January  13 

•  West  Point  - 11  a.m. 

•  Columbus  -  2  p.m. 

•  Starkville  -  4  p.m. 

Tuesday,  January  18 

•  Cleveland  - 10  a.m. 

•  Indianola  -  noon 

•  Greenwood  -  2  p.m. 

Wednesday,  January  19 

•  Mendenhall  -  9  a.m. 

•  Monticello  -  11  a.m. 

•  Tylertown  -  2  p.m. 

•.  Columbia  -  4  p.m. 


Frayn  request  focus  for  partkiptmts  at  rallies  and  for  yourself. 

11.  SELF 

‘Staqft  me,  O  Goi  and  kmo  my  heart  try  me,  and  know  my  'thoughts:  And  see  fthre  be  any 

wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  mem  the  way  eoerlastmg’Psalml39-J3-24 
"ft  regarding  in  my  heart  the  Lontwll  not  hear  rm...’Psabn66:18 
.2.  SERVANTS 


mdefMdl  men  Forkings,  and  for  <£  that  we  in  authority;  that  rx  may  lead  a  quiet  rntveoa 
life  mail  godliness  andhonrsty."  ITmwthy2J-2 

3.  SOULS 

“^^thn pray  IfrOiex done,  butfrlhemdsotuhichshalbehex cm  me  througfilheir word, 
fokn  17.20 

"O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  Idlest  the  fmjphek,  and  stones!  them 
whkharrsentuntothee.hourfawnidlkKzgfrrithy 

drMren  together,  eoenas  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  /  i 

wings,  and  ye  would  not!'  Matthew  2337  rj 


parents:  uuy  t*  urtay 
Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 

3-IJ-O0 

MISS  EMMA  GRACE 
ROBERTS 

Parents:  Marty  &  Suzanne 
European  Peoples 

3-1 1-93 

MISS  HANNA  C. 

Parents:  1  &  M. 

Restricted 

3-13-05 - — 

MR.  CHARLIE  S. 

Parents.  J  &  C 
Restricted 


3-17-03 

MISS  EMMA  GRACE  EPPS 

Parents:  Aaron  &  Tiffany 
American  Peoples 

3-31-93 

MISS  GRACE  HOLYFIELD 

Parents.  Michael  &  Patsy 
European  Peoples 


Special  Guests: 

Mickey  Bounds,  Cajun  Pastor  from  Delhi,  La. 
Gary  Mayfield,  Mississippi  College,  Professor 
Tom  Crocker,  LifeWay  Consultant,  Nashville 
Music:  Larry  Black,  Richland 
Preacher:  Claude  King,  Nashville 


For  more  information: 

E-mail  gshows@mbcb.org, 
or  dbrashier@mbcb.org 

Call  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3373. 


CfejftJrjn1#  Ministry  Day  2011 


The  201 1  CMD  theme  is  “Neighbor  to  Neighbor.” 
On  February  19,  2011,  children  alt  over  the  USA  and 
some  countries  will  be  involved  in  hands-on  projects 
that  impact  their  communities  with  the  love  of 
Christ.  National  WMU  has  created  a  Children’s 
Ministry  Day  2011  Pack  (8446250-1186-3  or 
W 1171 06  for  $11.99)  to  assist  you  in  your  planning. 

MflllJlIlifee  4m  i  T*  *5ac*c  lnc*u^es  a  planning  guide  with  project 

ncjgmwr  ■  10  "  rlvKJilDOf  ,<*eas  ^  learning  activities  and  promotional  posters. 

We  highly  recommend  this  pack! 

For  more  info,  contact  tanderson@mbcb.org  or  601-292-3323 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  bejvrwardedf 
Please  send  all  to: 

Child’s  name,  Parent’s  name,  MBCB  WMU  MK 
Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together,  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the 

WMU.  -  .ajSfr 


7th  Annual 

SENIOR  ADULT  EVANGELISM  RALLY 


Tuesday,  February  1,  2011 
Northcrest  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 


Appeals  court  ruling  may  result  in  raunchier  broadcasts 

inc  AKir-ct  cc  '  * 


LOS  ANGELES  u 
(BP)—  A  television 
watchdog  group  is 
warning  that  even 
more  nudity  could 
be  in  the  future  for 
over-the-air  televi¬ 
sion  after  an 
appeals  ^court 
tossed  out  a  $1.2 
million  fine  against 
elevision  network 
ABC  for  a  2003 
prime-time 
episode  of  the 
now.-cancelled 
drama  NYPD  Blue 
that  included  a 
scene  with  a  naked 
woman. 

It  is  die  second 
major  legal  blow 
in  recent  months 
to  the  Federal 
Communications 
Commission 
(FCC)  broadcast 
indecency  policy 
—  and  some 
would  say  anoth¬ 
er  blow  to  fami¬ 
lies.  The  Supreme 
Court  eventually 
may  decide  the 
issue  in  what 
could  be  a  land¬ 
mark  case. 

In  2003,  ABC 
aired  an  episode 
of  NYPD  Blue  that 
showed  actress  Charlotte  Ross 
preparing  to  shower.  By  the 
court's  own  count,  die  scene  in 


complaints,  the  FCC  fined  ABC 
$1.21  million,  which  amounted 
to  $27,500  for  all  44  stations  in 
th'e  Central  and  Mountain  time 
zones  that  aired  the  episode  at 
9  p.m.  Stations  in  Eastern  and 
Pacific  time  zones  that  aired  it 
at  10  p.m.  —  when  the  stan¬ 
dards  are  not  in  effect  —  were 
not  included  in  the  fine. 

ABC  filed  suit  and  a  unani¬ 
mous  three-judge  panel  for  die 


U5.  Second  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  tossed  out  the  fine  in  a 
Jan.  4  order,  saying  it  was  bound 
by  a  ruling  of  the  same  draiit 
last  year  pertaining  to  profanity. 

In  that  earlier  case.  Fox  v. 
FCC,  a  different  three-iudge 
panel  ruled  the  FCC's  indecen¬ 
cy  policy  unconstitutional,  say¬ 
ing  it  was  "vague"  and  "effec¬ 
tively  chills  jpeech." 

"Indeed,  mere  is  no  signifi¬ 
cant  distinction  between  this 
case  and  Fox,"  the  Second 
Circuit  panel  wrote  in  its  Jan.  4 
nine-page  order.  "...[The 
Second  Circuit's  earlier]  deter¬ 


mination  that  the  FCCs  inde¬ 
cency  policy  is  unconstitution¬ 
ally  vague  binds  this  panel." 

Pro-family  groups  disagreed 
that  there  was  no  distinction,  not¬ 
ing  that  the  Fox  case  began  with 
instances  of  unscripted  profanity 
on  live  TV  while  tne  NYPD  Blue 
case  involved  scripted  material 
that  was  pre-  rebotued . 

Tim  Winter,  president  of  the 
Parents  Television  Council 
(PTC),  called  children  and  fam¬ 
ilies  die  real  victims.  "This  rul¬ 
ing  will  only  serve  to  embolden 
the  networks  to  air  even  more 
graphic  material,"  he  said. 


Dan  Isett,  director  of  public 
policy  for  the  Parents 
Television  Council,  said  the 
networks  cannot  be  trusted  to 
police  themselves. 

"The  broadcast  networks 
have  tried  to  make  the  case  that 
they  don't  have  any  real  desire 
to  air  more  indecent  material, 
but  their  actions  speak  other¬ 
wise,"  Isett  told  Baptist  Press. 
"They've  spent  literally  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  leAi  fees 
alone  pursuing  several  aiffer- 
ent  lawsuits  to  try  to  get  rid  of 
broadcast  decency  standards. 
When  you  couple  that  with  the 


increasing 
amounts  of  foul 
language  and  sex¬ 
ual  content  and 
violent  content,  I 
don't  think  they're-1 
very  credible. 

"I  don't  know  if 
it  will  lead  to  more 
graphic  content, 
but  we  do  know 
that  if  this  ruling  is 
allowed  to  stand 
as-is  that  there 
will  be  no  prohibi¬ 
tion  or  any  rule 
whatsoever  to 
ensure  that  there 
is  not  more  graph¬ 
ic  content." 

The  NYPD  Blue 
episode  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  rated  TV- 
14,  and  not  TV- 
MA,  a  more  strict 
rating.  TV-14 
means  that  it 
"contains  some 
material  that 
many  parents 
would  find 

unsuitable  for 
children  under  14 
years  of  age," 
according  to  the 
ratings'  definition. 

The  television 
studios  rate  their 
own  programs. 

The  episode's 
rating  is  significant  because 
televisions  equipped  with  V- 
chip  technology  rely  on  the 
ratings  system  in  order  to 
block  content  parents  don't 
want  their  children  to  see,  yet 


want  tneir  cnildren  to  see,  yet 
the  ratings  system  itself  has 
come  under  question. 

A  2007  Parents  Television 
Council  study  of  546  hours  of 
primetime  broadcast  pro¬ 
gramming  found  that  67%  of 
tne  time,  programs  contained 
offensive  programming  with¬ 
out  the  proper  content  label. 
The  PTC  has  called  it  a 
"sham"  System. 


Southern  Baptists  see  increasing  numbers  in  U.S.  House,  Senate 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  At  least  10  Southern 
Baptists  were  sworn  in  for  the 
first  time  Jan.  5  as  members  of  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  In 
addition,  two  members  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  were 
sworn  in  to  start  their  first  terms 
in  file  U5  Senate. 

Rot  Blunt  of  Missouri,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  ChurjJv  Branson,  and 
John  Boozman  of  Arkansas,  a 


the  Senate,  the  Democratic 
caucus  has  a  53-47  edge. 

From  Mississippi,  Alan 
Nunnelee,  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Tupelo,  was  sworn  in 
as  the  new  Congressman  from 
the  First  District.  He  defeated 
Democrat  Travis  Childers,  a 
member  of  East  Booneville 
Church,  Booneville. 

Gregg  Harper  of  Brandon, 
Mississippi's  Third  District 


Jackson,  and  Roger  Wicker  of  Oklahoma:  James  Lankford, 
Tupelo  is  a  member  of  First  Fifth  District,  Quail  Springs 
Church,  Tupelo.  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 

In  addition  to  Nunnelee,  South  Carolina:  Jeff 

new  House  members  who  Duncan,  Third  District,  First 
have  been  confirmed  lu  be — Church,  Clinton. - - 


members  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  include: 

Arkansas:  Rick  Crawford, 
First  District,  Nettleton  Church, 
Jonesboro;  Tim  Griffin,  Second 
District,  Immanuel  Church, 


meniber-of  Hist Church,  Rogerv  Congreswwi  anda  member  of  Little  Rock.;  Steve  "Womack, 

ranu  fn  4u>  r' 'L. . . —LI*  '  /^L _ i_ 


came  to  the  Senate  after  serving 
in  the  House  for  seven  and  five 
terms,  respectively. 

All  are  Republicans.  The 
Southern  Baptists  new  to  the 
House  are  part  of  the  majority 
achieved  by  the  GOP  in  the 
November  election.  The 
Republicans  hold  a  242-193 
advantage  in  the  House  to 
begin  the  112th  Congress.  In 


Crossgates  CKurcK  Brandor',’ 
was  sworn  in  for  a  second  two- 
year  term.  Second  District 
Congressman  Bennie 

Thompson  of  Bolton  is 
Methodist,  while  Fourth  District 
freshman  Congressman  Steven 
Palazzo  of  Biloxi  is  Catholic 
In  the  U.S.  Senate,  Thad 
Cochran  of  Byram  is  a  member 
of  Northminster  Church, 


Texas:  Bill  Flores,  17th 
District  Central  Church,  Bryan. 

In  addition,  Tom  Graves,  a 
Republican  representing  the 
Ninth  District  of  Georgia,  is  serv¬ 
ing  his  first  full  term  in  the 
House.  He  won  a  special  election 


Third  TTiSWet;  C?ttJ55  <3iinxh  in  June  201f>  to  replace  Nathan 
Pinnacle  Hills,  Rogers.  Deal,  who  won  that  state's  guber- 

Florida:  Steve  Southerland,  natorial  race  last  November. 
Second  District,  Northstar  Graves  is  a  member  of  Belmont 
Church,  Panama  City;  Daniel  Church  in  Calhoun,  Ga.  Steve 
Webster,  Eighth  District,  First  Pearce,  a  Republican,  is  returning 
Church  of  Central  Florida,  to  file  House  to  represent  the 
Orlando. .  Second  District  of  New  Mexico 

Georgia:  Austin  Scott,  after  two  years  away.  Pearce  is  a 
Eighth  District,  First  Church,  member  of  Taylor  Memorial 
Tirton.  Church  in  Hobbs,  N.M. 


Central  Florida, 


In  addition  to  Cochran  and 
Wicker,  other  Southern 
Baptists  in  the  Senate  are 
Republicans  Tom  Cobum  of 
Oklahoma  and  Lindsey 
-Graham  of  Sou  d  .  Carolina  1 
In  addition  to  Harper,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  re-elected  to  tneir 
House  seats  in  November 
include  Spen<~er  Bachus,  R.- 
Ala.;  Trent  Franks,  R.-Ariz.; 
Vem  Buchanan,  R.-Fla.;  Paul 
Broun,  R.-Ga,;  Lynn  Westmore¬ 
land,  R.-Ga.;  Harold  Rogers, 
R.-Ky.;  Rodney  Alexander,  R.- 
La.;  John  Fleming,  R.-La.;  Sam 
Graces,  R.-Mo.;  Heath  Shuler, 
D.-N.C.;  Frank  Lucas,  R.-Okla.; 
Mike  Conaway,  R.-Texas; 
Louie  Gohmert,  R.-Texas;  AI 
Green,  D. -Texas;  '  Randy 
Neugebauer,  R.-Texas,  and 
Randy  Forbes,  R.-Va. 
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Summer  camp,  made  all  the  difference  in  woman's  life 


4  Hagar  "Things  were  happen- 

WM*CT,t _ _  ing  in  my  life  really  fast, 

and  for  some  reason  the 
year  was  1947,  Camp  Tylers  took  time  to  pour 


Garaywa  s  first  summer  to  host  into  me  that  week.  The 
missions  camp,  when  Elaine  call  came  through  very 
Cade  boarded  a  bus  with  four  clear  after  that  that  Goa 
other  girls  from  Unity  Church  in  was  calling  me  into  home 
West  to  attend  a  week  of  camp  missions.  Cade  said 
m  CUnton.  She  had  no  idea  that  Wilfred  Charles  Tyler, 
her  life  was  about  to  change.  then  a  Bible  professor  at 
Her  experience  that  week  Baptist-affiliated  BMC, 
was  so  momentous,  in  fact,  suggested  die  initials  of  the 
that  Cade  recently  spearhead-  three  Woman's  Missionary 
ed  a  fundraising  effort  ?t  Union  (WMU)  youth  orga- 
Unity  Church  to  provide  nizations  —  Girls  in 
scholarships  for  campers  to  Action,  Royal  Ambas- 
attend  Garaywa  this  summer,  sadors,  and  Young 
"Garaywa  was  the  most  Women's  Auxiliary  —  be 
wonderful  thing  that  had  combined  into  one  name  to 
happened  to  me  up  to  that  give  Garaywa  its  name, 
point,  she  recalled.  "We  He  gave  the  suggestion, 

rode  into  Clinton  on  a  bus  to  a  boy  in  his  oiurch, 
and  someone  picked  us  up  at  however,  and  Harold 
Mississippi  College  and  car-  Newcomb  was  given 

ripd  IIS  Hilt  tn  ramn  ft  urns  ema/4 it  </«.  tL _ _ • _ 1  i 


Bible  study  in  her 
cabin  as  well  as 
beginning  each 
day  with  morning 
vespers  and  end¬ 
ing  each  day  with 
evening  vespers. 


talk  witfifcade  Amon8 charterl 947  staffers  at  Camp  Garaywa 

aboutvoinv  to  (thlrd  from  left)-  who  came  to  be  influential  in  the  spiritual  developmei 


i ret  Summers 
ecial  photos) 


about  going  to 
college,  some- 

*ing  Cade  “w  88  ."Thi8  >s  8  wonderful  family  she  has  from  that  summer,  drf-  I 
lrT=V  u.  x.  ,  have  a  and  enduring  ving;  through  the  country  to  e 

•  1  1  tVPk"  j*8acy  at  Blue  Mountain  get  there,  not  having  air  condi-  1 

mg  about  college  College.  Two  of  their  great-  honing  pulling  moss  out  of  fl 

my  .  fa™“y  granddaughters  are  currently  the  trees,  having  a  talent  show  fi 

haVI  JP*-*"?  Mid  at  *e  end  o{  me  week,  forget- 

affordecJ  to  send  Coward,  president  of  PMC.  ting  to  take  her  bed  linens  h 

coUege  evert  One  ofthose,  Anna  Tyler,  has  home  with  her  at  the  end  of  n 

ifl  was.  Iwasa  .ht-  served  as  both  a  cabin  leader  the  week,  and  her  cabin  ti 

Ue  country  girl  and  a  unit  leader  at  Garaywa  leader  a  twin  named  Marearet  v> 

from  a  Jwge  family  dunng  her  time  at  BMC.  Summers  from  Sumner.  8 

with  no  finances  to  Because  of  how  her  "It  was  so  much  fun  getting 
Pr°vAdeiorkthm§s  encounter  with  them  radically  to  meet  girls  from  otht?  parts  n 

like  this,  she  said,  changed  Cade  s  life,  she  is  now  of  the  state.  I  think  the  aware-  S 

A  few  months  promoting  Garaywa  and  the  ness  of  missions  was  the  great-  \t 

itter  she  had  been  ^  need  for  missions  camp  to  those  est  blessing  L  learned  from  that  B 

n  her  week  at  with  whom  she  comes  in  con-  experience  and  I  want  to  pass  ki 

that  along  to  young  girls  now.  C 

d  made  arrange-  collect  funds  for  scholarships  i - an; - m — - • — 


Collptrp  tmuiri  .  .  . -  yyvume  me  new  iook,  sne  had  the 

were  g  couniPlnr®  Ela,ne  Cade'  Prw*nf  day  .  p^,dentJof  BMC  feeling  she  \*d  when  she 
2*”  counselors  r  m  1960  and  passed  as  a  clmpe.- 64  years  ago. 

seem:t  .  .  .  away  in  1965  while  "It wa&st  goodtoleh 

ingly  took  a  special  interest  in  .  in  office.  His  wife  Frances  held  camp  and  see^iow  God's 
fay  aheadJor  “y  ^gtees  including  a  PhD,  is  stfi  «  aEjS-rfS  L 

future.  They  saw  something  in  which  she  earned  virhially  on  She  chuckled  «  chlTL, 


. —  —  earned  virtually  on 

the  eve  of  her  70th  birthday. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 


of  washing  feet.  This  early  church  family.  Hebrews 

«»•.  •  _ ui _ is.  i  ■*  '  i  ,i  -  J 


mered  the  nails  into  the  hands 
and  feet  of  Jesus  was  able  to 
smell  the  spikenard. 

So,  how's  your  serve?  Jesus 
gave  another  powerful 
glimpse  into  how  He  and  His 
Father  feel  about  service  in 
Matthew  25.  First  we  read  the 
are  the  parable  of  the  master  and  his 
peopje,  three  servants.  All  three  were 

fiven  an  equal  opportunity  to 
o  their  best.  Two  were  called 
good  and  faithful  and  were 
invited  to  enter  into  the  joy  of 
their  master.  One  was  called 
wicked  and  lazy  and  assigned 
can-  to  outer  darkness,  apart  from 
•resented  the  the  joy  of  his  master.  Next  we 
le  good  and  are  presented  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  love  and  serve  the 
service  do  not  unlovely:  the  hungry,  the 
*“  ”  "  thirsty,  the  stranger,  the 
naked,  the  sick  and  the  impris¬ 
oned.  lesus  said  that  when  we 
serve  the  least  of  these,  we  are 
serving  Him.  Finally,  be 
kenard,  a  very  reminded  that  true  service  is 
gent  spice  from  rendered  without  recognition. 

.  ..-  .  _  ,,  ,  .  - Wiped  His  feet  God  is  watching  to  see  if  we 

(tubes  alone.  The  first  called  with  her  own  hair,  the  house  have  a  faith  that  works 
church  staff  members  were  »vis  filled  with  the  fragrance 
deacons^who  were  chosen  to  1 1  ave  always  wondered  if  th< 
serve  the  quickly  growing  .oman  soldier  who  ham 


lesson,  we  were  before  the  cross.  I  believe  that 
„  ^ H  reminded  of  the  list  is  still  being  maintained 
a  *  beauty  and  the  exam-  and  that  names  are  1 

-U>i  ■  l  pfe  of  His  humility,  added  as  service  contir 

WfVAreJ  From  this  unit  of  Heaven's  sake.  If  they 
Por  study,  we  should  take  "before  the 

did  Brown  away  the  fact  that  ser-  then  that  m 
ved  vanthood  flows  from  "after  the  crc 

give  His  humility  just  as  fellowship  we  all  start  w  _ _ 

iv.'  Jesus  flows  from  community.  God  and  finish  well.'  College  foot- 
;f  service,  does  not  require  service  for  ball  has  its  Heisman  trophy 
serve  in  salvation  but  He  expects  a  sal-  winners.  God  is  looking  for 
n  and  it  vation-er  who  serves.  Hisman  and  His  woman 

y  moving  Scripture  pages  are  filled  didates.  Jesus  p: 

.LSh  with  servants.  Moses  was  first  award  to  the  good  and 

the  Old  called  the  servant  and  friend  faithful  servants. 

New,  the  of  God.  Joshua  was  called  the  Selfish  and  '„  J 
plies  one  servant  of  Moses.  Peter's  rhyme.  Selfish  stinks.  Selfless 
oice  who  mother-in-law  served  her  service  exudes  the  sweet 
fully  and  guests.  Martha  is  remem-  aroma  of  Christ.  In  John  12, 
md  who  bered  for  her  apron  and  dish  Mary,  the  sister  of  Martha  and 
,art  from  towel  and  for  hissing  at  her  Lazarus,  anointed  the  feet  of 


Little  Miss  Maley  Grace 
invited  me  to  a  tea  party  last 
week.  Of  course  I  accepted  the 
invitation.  How  could  anyone 
resist  those  blue  eyes?  As 
soon  as  I  sat  down  cross- 
legged  on  the  floor,  I  realized 
that  this  was  going  to  be  a 
memorable  event.  Sne  tipped 
her  little  teapot  over  and 
poured  us  out  one  tasty 
MAM®  into  every  tiny  teacup 
on  the  table.  Each  cup  held 
just  one.  This  was  a  chocolate 
tea  party.  She  made  all  the 
sound  effects  while  she 
..poured  and  then  showed  me 
how  to  make  sippy  noises  as 
we  drank.  Last  hight  she 
'.cooked  plastic  French  fries  for 
■me  in  her  new  plastic  oven. 


Brown  is  staff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 


•  Explore  the  Bible 

Building  a  Culture  of  Life 

2  Kings  22:11-13;  23:1-3,10,24-25 
By  Dr.  W.  Wayne  VanHom  This  week's 


and  "all  the  men  of 
Judah  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of 

Jerusalem"  and  "all 
the  people  from  the 
youngest  to  the  old¬ 
est"  (2  Kings  23:2; 
NTV)  at  the  temple. 
The  entire  crowd, 
including  the  king, 
\iz‘z-zd  as  the 


13:2-3).  He  did  away  ture  of  life  that  valued  the 
all  idolatrous  priests,  sanctity  of  human  life  meant 
i's  religious  reforms  clearing  out  any  and  all  ves- 
led  the  desecration  of  tiges  of  idolatry.  The  people 
th,  a  place  for  human  sac-  needed  to  center  their  lives  on 
in  the  Valley  of  Ben  the  One  True  God.  He  alone 
>m,  or  Gehenna  (2  Kings  could  enable  them  to  value 
.  No  longer  could  anyone  life  and  to  despise  child  sacri- 
oe  his  son  or  daughter  in  fice.  Josiah  diet  all  this  "to  ful- 
'  me  false  god  Molech.  By  fill  the  requirements  of  the 
•ving  the  infrastructure  of  law  written  in  the  book"  that 
Jtyre  of  death,  Josiah  pre-  had  been  discovered  in  the 
the  way  for  the  revival  of  temple  of  the  Lord. 

'v--  life-  Josiah  was  so  devoted  to  the 


This  Sunday  is  celebrated  as 
"Sanctity  of  Human  Life" 
Sunday  m  the  SBC  and  our  les¬ 
son  is  about  renewing  culture 
in  line  with  God's  ways,  ways 
that  value  life.  Judah  in  the  7th 


VanHom 


listened 

ancient  book  was 
in  the  eyes  of  read.  King  Josiah  knew  he 
lgs  22:2;  NIV).  had  to  reverse  the  culture  of 
a  repair  of  the  death  inaugurated  by  his 
to  the  discov-  grandfather  Manasseh  and 
t  religious  law  continued  by  his 
Deuteronomy  Amon.  He  made  a  "covenant 
Vhen  the  book  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord — 
ah,  he  tore  his  to  follow  the  Lord  and  keep 
:t  of  humility.  His  commands,  regul  “ 
his  religious  and  decrees  with  all  his  heart 
--  .  quire  of  the  and  all  his  soul"  (2  Kings  23:3; 
Lord  what  they  should  do  to  NIV).  The  best  way  to  restore 
lous  leader,  reverse  the  wrongs  done  by  the  nation  to  godliness  was 
ig  chose  to  do  their  ancestors.  r  for  King  Josiah  to  take  the 

for  others  to  Josiah  knew  revival  was  in  first  steps, 
ing  Manasseh  order  and  on  a  scale  to  match  All  the  remnants  of  Baal 
n  to  the  false  the  magnitude  of  the  depravi- 
he  devalued  ty  of  his  father  and  grandfa- 
loted  idolatry,  tner,‘\vho  both  did  evil  in  the 
an  irrevocable  Lord's  eyes.  So  he  assembled 
igment.  "all  the  elders"  (2  Kings  23:1), 


the  culture  of  death,  Josiah  pre¬ 
pared  t’ - '  '*  •  ■  - 

the  culture  of  life.  - - - - - 

Josiah  s  reform  extended  well  Lord,  the  inspired  writer  of  2 
into  the  regions  north  of  Kings  indicated  that  no  king 
father  Jerusalem.  Those  who  practiced  before  or  after  Josiah,  turned 
death  were  put  to  death.  In  to  the  Lord  as  he  did,  with  his 
Josiah's  I8th  yeac  622  B.C,  he  led  whole  heart,  his  whole  soul, 
.  an  observance  of  Passover  (2  and  his  whole  might"  (2  Kings 
ilations  Kings  23:23)1  This  service  marked  23:25;  NIV).  Josiah  based  his 
a  new  beginning  for  God's  peo-  personal  devotion  and  the 
pie.  Just  as  the  first  Passover  national  revival  on  the  Law  of 
freed  them  from  Egyptian  Moses.  As  a  result  of  the  king's 
bondage,  so  this  Passover  freed  courageous  stand,  young  chil- 
them  bom  the  culture  of  death  dren  aid  not  have  to  face  the 
encouraged  by  evil  Manasseh.  fires  of  Molech  in  the  Valley  of 

Josiah  got  rid  of  "the  medi-  Gehenna  any  more.  Life 
urns  and  spiritists,  the  house-  trumped  death. 

.  .  -  hold  gods,  the  idols  and  all  - - 

valley  'Hie  ashes  were  then  the  other  detestable  things"  in  Van  Horn  is  Dean  of  Christian 
taken  to  Bethel  in  fulfillment  of  Jerusalem  and  Judah  (2  Kings  Studies  and  the  Arts  at 
an  earlier  prophecy  (see  1  23:24;  NIV).  Renewing  a  cul-  Mississippi  College. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wi*  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  ado,  ess  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  nows  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  datp. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either  (a)  e-mail 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD’ 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  end  well-lighted 
address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  reeolu- 

Photooraphs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tion  items  are  generally  not  publishable 
while.  Inaant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  be  returned,  nnwsp 
not  reproducible.  Digital  photoe  may  be  used  if  (Jo  not  attach  photos  with  tape  or  staples. 


Page:  Lean  on  God,  discover  sufficiency  of  His  grace 
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NASHVILLE,  Tn.  (BP)  —  As 
Southern  Baptist  churches  head 
into  a  time  of  prayer  and  repen¬ 
tance  in  January,  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
Executive  Committee  President 
Frank  Page  says  he  is  praying 
that  believers  will  leam  the  suf¬ 
ficiency  of  Cod's  grace  just  as 
the  Apostle  Paul  learned  when 
he  was  battling  his  undefined 
thorn  in  the  flesh. 

"The  way  to  the  throne  room 
is  through  the  thorn  room," 
Page  said  Jan.  7  during  a  chapel 
service  at  the  SBC  Building  in 
downtown  Nashville,  quoting 
former  Southwestern  Seminary 
professor  J.W.  MacGorman. 

"That  is  what  I  believe  we 
need  to  leam  today,  that  God  has 
a  grand  plan  but  that  which  He 
wants  to  teach  us  daily  may  not 
come  from  a  cessation  of  difficul¬ 
ty  or  a  removal  of  difficulty  or 
thorns.  It  may,  and  often  does, 
come  from  a  learning  of  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
through  the  difficulties  of  life." 

The  Great  Commission 
Resurgence  Task  Force's  2010 
report  adopted  by  SBC  mes¬ 
sengers  urges  churches  to  hold 
a  solemn  assembly,  and  SBC 
President  Bryant  Wright  and 
SBC  entity  presidents  have 
asked  churches  to  .reek  God  in 
prayer  and  repentance  during 
a  time  of  solemn  assembly  on 
at  leas*  one  day  in  January. 

Preaching  from  2 
Corinthians  12:7-10,  Page  said 
he  wants  Southern  Baptists  fac¬ 
ing  difficulties  in  life  to  have 
the  reaction  of  Paul  who,  after 
God  refused  to  take  away  his 


Lee  Royce,  presi 


College,  has  been 
serve  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  National 
Association  of  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities. 
His  election  becomes  offi¬ 
cial  on  Feb.  2  at  the  organi¬ 
zation's  annual  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C. 
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thorn,  was  told  by  the 
Lord,  "My  grace  is  —  — 
sufficient  for  you,  for 
my  power  is  made 
perfect  in  weakness." 

Paul  then  wrote: 
"Therefore  I  wH 1 
boast  all  the  more 
gladly  about  my 
weaknesses,  so  that 
Christ's  power  may 
rest  on  me...  For 
when  I  am  weak, 
then  I  am  strong." 

Christians,  Page  f 

said,  talk  about  prayer 
a  "great  deal"  but  rarely  put  it 
into  practice,  leading  to  weak 
prayer  lives.  Page  said  his 
prayer  is  that  through  the 
solemn  assemblies,  prayer  will 
be  used  "with  power;  with  pas¬ 
sion,  with  the  dependency  upon 
the...  all-sufficient  grace  of  God." 

"I  pray  that  as  Southern 
Baptists  go  through  a  time  of 
praying  and  solemn  assembly, 
mat  they  will  leam  the  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  God's  grace.  Why?  As 
Paul  said,  'So  that  Christ's 


power  might  rest  on 
me."  The  passage, 
Page  said,  teaches  at 
least  three  points: 

•  The  universality 
of  difficulty.  "Many 
of  you  have  been  a 
pastor  or  in  the  min¬ 
istry  in  some  way," 
Page  said.  "You 
know  how  many 
people  come  up  to 
you  and  ask,  'Why 
am  I  going  through 
ige  »  this?  Why  am  I  suf¬ 
fering  this  way?'  ..-All 
of  us  have  a  thorn.  All  of  us 
struggle  in  life.  All  of  us  have 
afflictions.  They  are  real." 

•  The  natural  reaction  of 
the  believer.  Paul's  first  reac¬ 
tion  to  his  thorn.  Page  noted, 
was  to  pray.  "We  all  want  to 
know,  'God,  why?'  but  at  least 
we're  talking  to  the  right  per¬ 
son  and  going  to  the  nght 
source.  'God,  please  .help  me. 
Lord,  explain  this,  and  if  you 
won't  explain  it,  hold  my 
hand  as  I  walk  through  it." 


Purpose  Driven  Tours 

Worry-free  Trove!  With  Christian  Friends!! 
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Two  Great  Christian  Dinner  Shows  at 
.  Ms.  Ag  and  Forestry  Museum 
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Tuesday,  Feb.  15lh  6.00  pm  •  $35.00  person.  Limited  searing 
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•  The  beautiful  provisions  of 
our  Lord.  "In  prayei;  Paul 
received  a  beautiful  message 
[but]  not  the  one  he  wanted," 
Page  said.  "He  wanted  this  thorn 
in  the  flesh  —  this  stake  in  his 
heart  —  to  be  removed,  but  that 
is  not  what  God  gave  him... 
Sometimes  [God]  doesn't  answer 
our  prayers  the  way  we  wish  or 
even  the  way  \ye  ask,  but  as  a 
lovingly  heavenly  Father  He 
does  wnat  is  best  for  us." 

Paul  "didn't  get  what  He 
asked,  but  He  got  something 
better,"  Page  said. 

"In  this  passage,  we  see 
something  of  the  nature  of  God, 
and  God  is  a  loving  heavenly 


Father"  Page  said.  "He  said,  1 
know  what  you  need  and  I  want 
to  help  you  though  this  but  as  I 
help  you  through  this  I  am 
going  to  show  you  something  of 
Myself  and  in  the  showing  of 
Myself,  you're  going  tc  come 
out  of  it  wiser;  richer;  better. 

"It's  time  for  Southern 
Baptists  to  realize  that  our 
God  wants  to  show  them 
something  better,  something 
deeper,"  Page  said.  "We  ask 
for  a  lot  or  things  from  our 


deeper,"  Page  said.  "We  ask 
for  a  lot  01  things  horn  our 
Lord,  but  I  am  convinced  it's 
time  to  do  what  Paul  did  and 
say,  'I  am  weak.  God,  You  are 
just  going  to  have  to  show  me 
what  You  want  to  show  me." 


Linwood  Church,  Union, 
has  published  a  book. 
History  of  E  Linwood 
Baptist  Church,  1881-2008. 
The  book  was  completed 
in  celebration  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  their  new 
church  building  and  sanc¬ 
tuary.  To  acquire  a  copy, 
call  charlotte  Nicholson  at 
(601)  656-4090  or  mail 
request  to  Linwood  Baptist 
Church,  11908  Road  325 
Union,  MS  39365. 

Cedar  View  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  is  hosting  a 
community  singing  Jan. 
15,  6  p.m.,  featuring  the 
Almost  Famous  Crains. 


3.  The  Women  on  Mission 
of  Madden  Church, 
Madden,  assembled  fruit 
baskets  in  December. 
Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants.  . 

V  8^  '  ** 

4.  Fair  River  Church, 
Brookhaven,  was  able  to 
pay  off  their  $2  million 
sanctuary  in  three  years. 
Shown  are  David 
Fortenberry  ,  Todd 
McDaniel,  and  Brandon 
Sorrell,  kneeling,  with 
church  members. 
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3.  Madden  Church,  Madden 
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